
Date: Monday, 10/15/2007 
Time: 9:00 pm 
Venue: Lincoln Theatre 

Tickets: $10  

Type: Feature presentation 
Language: Korean with English subtitles  

Metro Weekly Rating:  (5 out of 5)  
CRITIC'S PICK!  

by Sean Bugg 

IN 15TH 
CENTURY Korea, 
traveling minstrels 
Jang-sang and 
Gong-gil keep their 
eyes open constantly 
for their next meal 
ticket, performing 
acrobatics and 
comedic skits for 
change. Gong-gil, with his delicate femininity, plays the 
coquettish female roles, while Jang-sang is the brains 
behind their acts. 

Finding themselves in Seoul and pairing up with a fellow 
troop of minstrels, the group is nearly executed as 
punishment for mocking the king. But when the king's 
most trusted advisor decides to allow them to perform 
directly to the royal court, everyone's lives change in 
unexpected ways. 

A huge hit in Korea (it was the highest grossing film of 
all-time there until earlier this year), The King and the 
Clown can be taken as a breath of fresh air in a country 
where the highest grossing films generally involve giant

 

The King and the Clown 
Wangeui Namja 

  

Previous Films 

A Four Letter Word

  

All Dressed Up and 
Nowhere to Go

  

Another Woman

  

Back Soon

  

Before I Forget

  

Best of Fest

  

Black, White and Gray

 

Butch Jamie

  

Chinese Botanist's 
Daughter

  

Circle of Friends

  

Civil Obedience

  

Cthulhu

  

DYKE in the DNA: 
Women's Shorts

  

Eternal Summer

  

Finn's Girl

  

For the Bible Tells Me 
So

  

Holding Trevor

  

Irma Vep: She's Back

  

Itty Bitty Titty 
Comittee

  

Local Shorts

  

Lonely Child

  

Love My Life

  

Loving Life

  

Manay Po

  

Manji

  

Men on the Edge: 
Men's Shorts

  

Men's Night Out: 
Men's Shorts

  

My Super 8 Season

  

Naked Boys Singing

  

Nina's Heavenly 
Delights

    

We Welcome 
Your Feedback!

Please e-mail your 
comments or 

questions about this 
article to the 

Editor   

FRONT FEATURE GAUGE ARTS COMMUNITY SCENE NIGHTLIFE CLASSIFIEDS XO

Thursday, Oct 18, 2007 edition   Search E-mail to Friend

 
Pick up a copy

 
Join Mailing List

Page 1 of 3The King and the Clown: Reel Affirmations 2007 at Metro Weekly Magazine - ...

23- 10- 07http://www.metroweekly.com/feature/reel_affirmations_2007/?id=231

http://www.metroweekly.com/feature/reel_affirmations_2007/?id=231


where the highest grossing films generally involve giant

 
robots or superhuman men shooting each other while 
trading quips. 

> 

And there's so much to enjoy in King and the Clown. The 
skits the minstrels put on wouldn't be out of place in 
Vaudeville -- if Mel Brooks were still making good 
movies, he'd be lifting a lot of these jokes. King Yeonsan, 
who develops an infatuation with Gong-gil, descends from 
mere petulance to full-on madness. There's a moment 
when Gong-gil entertains the king with a puppet show -- 
it's both sweet and forlorn, and captures the fragility of the 
moment and the character. 

That's just one moment out of many in a film that stands 
out as a supreme work of craft. Things spiral out of 
control into an ending that, while sad, is uplifting in its 
implications. For all the sadness there seems to be, Jang-
sang and Gong-gil both manage to discover and 
understand the true joy of being. 

The King and the Clown is a great accomplishment that 
shouldn't be missed. -- SB 
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Film Links: 

· Reel Affirmations details

 

Festival Venue: 

Lincoln Theatre

 

1215 U Street, NW; Washington, DC 20009. (202) 328-
6000. (map) 
Directly across from Green Line Metro / U Street-Cardozo 
station.  

Tickets: 

You may buy your tickets or passes in advance: Online at 
BoxOfficeTickets.com or by phone at (800) 494-TIXS 
(494-8497). Or you may visit the Lincoln Theatre (1215 
U Street, NW, WDC); the Landmark's E Street Cinema 
(555 11th Street, NW); or Lambda Rising (1625 
Connecticut Avenue, NW, WDC).  

For more info visit the official 
Reel Affirmations website. 
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