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25th SF International Asian American Film Festival

Published 03/15/2007

by David Lamble

This silver anniversary edition of the San
Francisco International Asian American Film
Festival (March 15-25) features 125 titles:
narrative features in competition, highlights
from the festival's archives, cutting-edge
documentaries and awide variety of short
films, including the annual program of Asian
music videos. A highlight in the documentary
division is openly gay director Arthur Dong's
examination of a century of Chinese
American filmmaking, Hollywood Chinese
(3/18, Castro). The Festival has new venues
for films and specia events: AMC 1000 Van
Ness Theatres and Landmark's Opera Plaza
Cinemajoin the Castro Theatre, the Palace of Fine Arts, the Asian Art Museum, Berkeley's
Pecific Film Archive and the Camera 12 Cinemas in San Jose.
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King and the Clown "What the hell is going on? Every time we do a show, people wind up
dead! Thanks to that loose cannon of aking!" Two bumpkin jugglers — one a shrewd
showman, Jang-seng (Karm Woo-sung); the other a showgirl-pretty female impersonator,
Gong-gil (Lee Joon-gi) — escape alocal militiaonly to be arrested for satirizing the King, a
tyrant with immoderate appetites and a penchant for cruelty. Unexpectedly, the King finds
humor in the fools, and soon they're mocking every institution at court, including the King's
mistress and a bevy of courtesans who poisoned his mother. The King's lust for the fair-
skinned Gong-gil upsets the balance of power and almost gets the boys lynched. Part low
comedy, part tragic melodrama, this kinetically staged slice of history cooks with a
surprisingly modern homo sensibility, while delivering speeches that hint of the Bard. "The
world's but astage! Kingly is he who struts for awhile, then exitsin style!" (3/18, Castro;
3/24, San Jose)

Lead Role: Father Writer/director PJ Raval finds an odd angle from which to observe agay
filmmaker's long-severed bonds with his bio-dad. On arainy night, ayoung director, Ron
(Robert Chu), is hitting awall trying to cast the small but pivotal role of afather in hislow-
budget film. After rejecting several older actors, Ron is confronted by an unwel come audition
from his own long-estranged dad (Shan Chuan Liu). Over 15 minutes, through some anguished
readings of the script, son and father are forced to confront just what was meant by along-ago
argument about taking out "the garbage before you visit your friends." A riveting kick-off to
the How to be Good program about dicey family ties. (3/18, 21, 1000 Van Ness)

Police Box Hong Kong writer/director Josh Kim gives us a delightful puzzle-box of ashortin
which messages | eft at a police call-station are hilariously misinterpreted, until desire finally
overcomes inhibition and custom. Begins the Love's Labor & Other Complications program.
(3/18, 1000 Van Ness; 3/24, San Jose)

Dark MattersLiu Ye, the beautiful young actor who stole the hearts of queer filmgoers as the
sensitive gay Chinese student in Stanley Kwan's Lan Yu, shares the screen with Meryl Streep
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