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18 out of 20 people found the following comment useful :-

A Multifaceted Magnificence, 2 June 2006

Author: eyedrop83 from United States

I knew this movie was extremely popular in South Korea, but | never had a chance to
watch it until today. And | am very glad to report that it exceeded my already high
expectations.

Not so many excellent movies draw my full attention from the beginning; they tend to pull
me in toward the climax. With this movie, | found myself completely immersed after the
first few minutes. Although the theme of love, jealousy, and politics are commonplace
(except the subtle homosexuality which | don't believe plays too much role in this movie),
director Jun-lk Lee magnificently put together the beautiful Joseon dynasty Korea,
euphonious dialogs, and some great acting. | particularly liked that of the King (Jin-yeong
Jeong) and Jang-sang (Woo-seong Kam).
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It made sense why the movie was so popular and why many people have seen it more
than once. It is a multifaceted masterpiece which can appeal to multifarious crowds: it is
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| believe the dialogs are straightforward enough to be translated well into English, but
non-Korean audiences may lose some great rhymes and subtlety - especially those of
the clowns as their dialogs are downright colloquial and hilarious. Granted, | still believe
everyone will find the film enjoyable from at least one perspective.

Was the above comment useful to you? (Report this)

12 out of 14 people found the following comment useful :-
A beautiful and moving film that everyone should see, 19 June 2006

Author: roobes-1 from United Kingdom

This is an amazing film, it has everything in it, the visuals are beautiful, the soundtrack fits the film perfectly and
the acting is amazing! i was so struck by this film and it was so emotionally charged it brought tears to my eyes.
This film has no big name actors but it's appeal is it's simple universal storyline, the subtle yet powerful
relationship between Gong-gil and Jaeng-sang. Even though this film has no big name actors in it, watch out
for Lee jun ki who is amazing in this film he was partly the reason this film did so well, you will love him after
watching this film "

don't be scared off by the homosexual theme, there are no sex scenes and all the homosexuality is implied.

all'in all | CANNOT RECOMMEND THIS FILM ENOUGH!

Was the above comment useful to you? (Report this)

13 out of 17 people found the following comment useful :-
The King and the Clown, AKA, King of Man, 2 September 2006

05-05-07
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links Author: baak_gwai from San Francisco, CA, United States
- box
office/business | agree with every comment user "ngc891" said in their review. But would like to ad a bit of a Western view of
- release dates this film.
- filming locations
- technical specs 1. This film has done remarkably well in Korea despite the taboo nature of the film. | though do feel that a lot of

- laserdisc details
- DVD details

- literature listings
- news articles

Koreans have not really grasped the full intent of this film. Homosexuality has only recently gained some
acceptance in South Korean society, with its strict Confucian traditions and strong Catholic Church. In April
2004, the government removed homosexuality from a list of "socially unacceptable sexual acts." Still today (!
am there quite often, half of my year is spent in North East Asia), the elders still see homosexuality as a myth,
something that is sometimes talked about, but definitely does not exist.

- showtimes

- official sites 2. This film's main plot line is about two men who are deeply love each other (passionately, not fraternally) but
- miscellaneous do not know how to express it outwardly to each other, so they stay content on their friendship. The leader of

- photographs the pack of jesters, Jang-sang, is desperately in love with Gong-gil. The troupe heads to Seoul to be the best

- sound clips pack of jesters in Korea. They soon land upon the stage of King Yeonsan who is amused by their performance
- video clips (which portrayed the likeness of the king in a negative manner). The king falls is infatuated with the very

effeminate Gong-gil (by the way, in Western eyes, Korean men may seem effeminate, but that is not the case,
they are just very comfortable with their sexuality and do not feel it necessary to put on a macho front as
Westerners sometimes do). The King and Gong-gil engage in what one would consider an affair, although it
was not a concealed one, very public in fact. This of course enrages the queen and she sets out to destroy
Gong-gil and the troupe. You can see the worry and that remaining spark of love in Jang-sang's eyes as he
sees the love of his life drifting away. And the eyes have it as one looses his sight; then the other comes back to
seal their timely death, together. End scene with the troupe traveling to a new destination...or was it them
traveling to an old destination, it is up to your idea.

3. | have read a set of omnibus collections at the Seoul National University Library on the history of the Korean
Dynasties. King Yeonsan has the shortest entry of any king in the history of these Dynasties. He was a selfless
man who did not do for his people, but did for for him. The King harbors mixed feelings of love and hatred
towards his late father King Seonjong for killing his mother as a result of rivalry among his concubines. He also
killed members of his ministry for publicly detesting his lack of ruling for the people.

| hope that this write up does not offend either a Korean or a Westerner, but this is the way | looked at this film
from my Western eyes and felt with my Eastern heart.

P.S. This is the first user comment | ever submitted to IMDb.com.

Was the above comment useful to you? (Report this)

15 out of 21 people found the following comment useful :-

Name in English, 5 March 2006

Author: Jerry M. Foley (jmfoley@hotmail.com) from Pusan, Korea

Well | had seen commentary about this one several weeks ago and at last got to see it last night. It was actually
so good that the action alone could carry most of the story since | did not understand the dialog. Now although
the name translates directly as 'The King's Man' the English title being used for it is the "King and the Clown".
This is why | had such a hard time finding it on this site, so the administrators might want to add this other title.
Also it is based on a true story. Also the historical representation (should be somewhere around the year 1506
since this is the end of King Yeonsan of the Joseon Dynasty's reign) or staging and costumes was absolutely
magnificent, not mention some very good acting.

| was going to actually send a message or submit this addition but could not find out where to do it here. | have
done this before however, perhaps something has changed since the last time | tried it.

Was the above comment useful to you? (Report this)

14 out of 21 people found the following comment useful :-
A Nutshell Review: King and the Clown, 15 June 2006

Author: DICK STEEL from Singapore

King and the Clown was South Korea's best selling film of 2005, having sold more than 12 million tickets over a
span of 7 weeks. But after watching it, it's difficult to fathom the craze, nor about the New York Times hype that
it "may be the equivalent of 'Brokeback Mountain™. Not that it is a bad movie, it is actually entertaining and tells
an intriguing story in the courts of the Korean emperor.

Perhaps anything to do with the gay theme will suffer inevitably comparisons to Lee Ang's acclaimed Brokeback
Mountain. But somehow, the way this film developed, | saw it in a different light - a story between two male best
friends, even though one of them might look and behave more effeminately than even some girls do. Instead of
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